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Walter 


Walter Still Gee was born in 
Middletown, New York, on September 
21, 1883. After graduating from high 
school in 1900 he was for several years 


employed in the Hanover National 
Bank in New York and in a Wall 
Street house. He then entered 


Swarthmore College where he was ac- 
tive in athletics, especially in football 
and baseball. 

He entered our Philadelphia office 
as a junior in 1908 and from the first 
displayed those qualities which were 
responsible for his advancement and 
for the valuable contribution he later 
made to our firm, as one of its part- 
ners for a period of thirteen years. 
His evident integrity, clear thinking, 
industry, persuasive manner, pleasing 
personality, initiative and broad vision 
constituted an ideal combination for 
the practice of a profession which 
makes so varied demands as that of 
public accountancy. 

In 1916 Mr. Gee was transferred to 
our New York office, and _ shortly 
thereafter moved to Boston to assist 
in the management of our relatively 
new, but rapidly expanding, office in 
that city. Upon the entry of our coun- 
try into the World War our firm was 
called upon to organize the accounting 
system and methods of the Aircraft 
Service of the Army. Both the new- 
ness of aircraft, with the hasty devel- 
opment of a new branch of the army, 
and the many contracts into which the 
government entered for the construc- 
tion of planes and motors, with the 
necessity for supervision and verifica- 
tion of the expenditures thereunder, 


S. Gee 


called for the organization of a con- 
siderable staff of accountants, stationed 
at various points. The direction and 
control of their work brought up many 
problems for solution. Mr. Gee 
shared with Mr. Sweet the major re- 
sponsibility for this tremendous task 
and was in Washington a considerable 
part of the war period. 

At January 1, 1918 he became a 
partner in the firm of Lybrand, Ross 
Bros. & Montgomery. Upon comple- 
tion of his work in Washington he 
returned to the New York office, where 
he continued until his last illness. 

In 1915 he passed the Pennsylvania 
C.P.A. examination, and later also ob- 
tained C.P.A. certificates from the 
states of New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland and Michigan. Mr. Gee was 
a charter member of the American In- 
stitute of Accountants and had taken 
an active part in the work of that or- 
ganization. He was one of the initial 
organizers of the Institute’s bureau 
for placements founded in 1926 to 
assist college graduates in obtaining 
positions with public accounting firms. 
At the time of his death Mr. Gee was 
one of the two elected auditors of the 
Institute and had accepted appoint- 
ment as a member of a new and im- 
portant committee, namely, that on co- 
operation with stock exchanges. He 
was also a member of the state soci- 
eties of certified public accountants in 
New York, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. In the New York society he 
served as a member of its special com- 
mittee on bankruptcy procedure. 

Mr. Gee was active in movements 

















for the advancement of the profession. 
Especially did the field of cost account- 
ing interest him and in 1919 he was 
one of a small group who founded 
the National Association of Cost Ac- 
countants. He contributed in no small 
measure to its growth through the 
succeeding decade by his continued ac- 
tivity in the association, and in June, 
1930 he was elected its president. 
The well balanced man has varied 
interests in life. This was well ex- 
emplified in Mr. Gee’s case. In addi- 
tion to his major interest, the work 
and welfare of the firm of which he 
was a member, and his activity in the 
wider sphere of his profession, he also 
served the town in which he lived and 
took a keen interest in outdoor life. 
He served for a term of three years 
on the Township Committee in Cran- 
ford, New Jersey, where he lived for 
some twelve years. During this term 
of service he was Commissioner of 
Finance. Fishing, boating and golfing 
were his out of doors avocations. Life 
on the water had a great attraction for 
him and his vacations with his family 
at Beach Haven, New Jersey, meant 
much to him. A brief trip to Florida 
last winter, where he had some days 
of sailfishing gave him a great thrill. 
Golf he enjoyed but he did not find 
as much time for it as he might have 
wished, and had to give it up during 
the recent years because of the neces- 
sity for avoiding undue exertion. He 
was for a number of years a member 
of the Board of Governors of the Echo 
Lake Country Club and also served 
as an officer, first as treasurer and 
later as president. He was also a 
member of the Lawyers Club and Ac- 
countants Club in New York and of 
the Little Egg Harbor Yacht Club. 
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Three years ago a collapse which 
Mr. Gee suffered while on the golf 
links at the Congressional Country 
Club during the annual firm meeting 
in Washington indicated a_ physical 
condition which called for care and 
treatment. He did not, however, allow 
this to interfere with his work at 
the office and such infrequent refer- 
ence as he made to his condition in- 
dicated that he thought it to be con- 
tinually improving. The three weeks 
following the seizure which was the 
beginning of the end—though it did 
not seem so at first—and after which 
he never returned to his desk, consti- 
tuted the only absence of any moment 
during the three year period because 
of illness. 

Despite the warnings of his last ill- 
ness, hope for his recovery was enter- 
tained until the last and the end came 
with shocking suddenness. Relatively 
speaking, he died in the harness. He 
finished his earthly round at the early 
age of 47, his demise occurring on 
December 31, 1930. He was interred 
in the Fairmount Mausoleum in New- 
ark, New Jersey, after services at his 
home which were attended by the 
family, members of our firm and staff, 
representatives of the American Insti- 
tute of Accountants and National 
Association of Cost Accountants, and 
many friends. Eight of our partners, 
Messrs. Lybrand, Ross, Montgomery, 
Pugh, Staub, Dumbrille, Hood and 
Sinclair served as honorary pall 
bearers. 

Mr. Gee is survived by his widow, 
Winifred Craig Gee, and their five 
children, Neville C., a senior at 
Swarthmore College, Winifred C., 
Walter S., Jr., William L. and Mar- 
garet. 
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Appreciation of Walter S. Gee by His Partners 


It is hard to believe that Walter 
Gee has gone—never to return. His 
room in the office seems strangely 
quiet and vacant. He was so com- 
pletely a part of our active office life, 
interested in every phase of it. Not 
a day went by but my door would 
open and there would be Walter com- 
ing to discuss some engagement or 
to pass on to me some information 
which he thought might interest me. 
For so long a time has this happened, 
it is difficult to realize that it has all 
ended. 


‘ 


If one should ask “what was his 
outstanding characteristic?” I would 
say trustworthiness—in the broad 
meaning of that word. Honesty, sin- 
cerity, character—they were written 
on his countenance. He had a real 
belief in the dignity and importance 
of our profession. He was convinced 
that its usefulness to the business 
community had not nearly reached its 
zenith. He believed that our relation- 
ships with our clients would become 
continuously more intimate so that we 
might be increasingly helpful to them. 

Sincerity and — simplicity—what 
splendid traits—and they were emi- 
nently true of Walter. Directness of 
thought—getting down to the meat of 
the matter—these were characteristic 
of him. We all respected his judg- 
ment. He took a common-sense view 
of events and no circumstances, how- 
ever apparently untoward, ever stam- 
peded him. Clients felt that with him 
their interests were well safeguarded. 

His deep interest in the welfare of 
the staff endeared him to them. He 
realized, as we all do, that the inter- 
ests of the firm and the staff are mu- 
tual, and he was keenly interested in 


any plan that would tend to develop 
the members of our organization and 
thus improve their status in the office. 

[ remember so well the time, thir- 
teen years ago or more, when [ told 
him there was a place for him in the 
firm. How his face lighted up. He 
may have looked forward to reaching 
that goal some time, but it was un- 
expected at the moment and, there- 
fore, all the more pleasing to him. 

No firm ever had a more faithful, 
loyal partner. He fitted well into that 
splendid group of men who compose 
our partnership. We all loved him; 
we all mourn for him. It is sad that 
he had to go just when life meant so 
much to him, but his life while he 
lived it, was a satisfying one. It has 
been said that “the highest human 
happiness comes from the full exer- 
cise of one’s best powers upon work 
intrinsically worth while.” Walter 
had that experience. 

Witti1am M. Lysranp. 


bd 


In the death of Walter S. Gee, our 
firm and its members personally have 
suffered an unexpected and _ severe 
loss. He has been called away at an 
age when apparently he could look for- 
ward to many years of undiminished 
service, in which he might expect to 
reap in larger measure the results of 
his accumulated knowledge and ex- 
perience. His going has brought grief 
to all of us who have enjoyed his fel- 
lowship these many years and who 
have been accustomed to depend upon 
his cooperation and advice. 

A good test of character and ability 
is usually furnished by the esteem in 

















which one is held by those engaged in 
the same field of endeavor. Mr. Gee 
was deeply interested in all efforts for 
the advancement of his profession, and 
the service which he rendered in vari- 
ous responsible positions with ac- 
countancy societies is a testimony to 
the confidence reposed in him by the 
members of the profession. 

He was devoted to the interests of 
the firm of which he was a member. 
[ shall always remember the last chat 
I had with him in which he gave ex- 
pression to his hopes and expectations 
for the future. We shall sorely miss 
his initiative, his optimistic outlook 
and his wise counsel. 

But we shall miss him not only for 
his service, but for himself. Others 
may carry on the work which was 
his, but his place as a friend cannot 
be filled. 

T. Epwarp Ross. 


1K 


One cannot do the impossible. I 
wish I could adequately express my 
feeling of grief and sense of loss in 
the passing of Walter Gee. We were 
not prepared to have him go. We 
loved him and enjoyed his company 
as a friend, we had the highest pos- 
sible regard for his ability and charac- 
ter. He made a unique place for him- 
self which no one can fill. In a short 
time all of us, in turn will follow him. 
If we can measurably approach what 
he accomplished we will not have lived 
in vain, as can be said with all truth 
regarding Walter Gee. 

He lives with us today. 

Rosert H. MontTcomenry. 


The death of Walter Gee came as 
a great shock to me as I had spent 
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some little time with him just ten 
days before in his home in Cranford, 
and while I knew his condition was 
considered serious, he seemed _ so 
cheerful and interested in plans for 
the future it is hard to realize the 
end was so near. 

During all of the years of his con- 
nection with our firm we were close 
friends. We had attended the same 
college and were members of the same 


fraternity and naturally had many 
interests in common outside of our 
business _ relations. Although — the 


greater part of his time was spent in 
New York, we never missed a chance 
for a social visit when opportunity 
afforded. 

Those who knew him were im- 
pressed with his sterling character and 
high ideals, and those business ac- 
quaintances who had come in contact 
with him while connected with the 
Philadelphia office always had a mes- 
sage of good will for him. 

He was vitally interested in the wel- 
fare and advancement of the firm and 
his loss will be keenly felt by all who 
knew him. 

Josern M. Puan. 


1K 


Walter Gee has passed on. It is 
difficult for me to realize that I shall 
not see him again in his accustomed 
place. 

It was almost a daily occurrence to 
discuss some problem with him during 
the years of our association at the 
New York office and during that time 
I always found him ready and willing 
to give one the benefit of his experi- 
ence and advice. His sound judgment 
was a great help and his cheerful and 
genial manner was most encouraging. 
He appeared to radiate confidence and 
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and all those with 
whom he came in contact were stimu- 
lated and strengthened. 

[ have lost a friend and associate, 
but the memory of that 
will remain with me always. 


H. H. DuMBRILLE. 
1K 


In the passing of our partner, 
Walter S. Gee, I feel a deep sense of 
personal loss. Walter joined the staff 
of our Philadelphia office about a 
year later than the writer and although 
his early training had been along 
banking lines and mine in commercial 
work, we were thrown constantly to- 
gether on assignments as the staff in 
those days was very small as com- 
pared with the present time and every- 
one helped out as the occasion re- 
quired according to his experience. 
This close association continued until 
1916 when he was transferred to the 
New York office and was not ma- 
terially interrupted by the transfer as 
we were both admitted to membership 


encouragement, 


association 
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1918, our 
association thus becoming even closer 
than before. 

Walter S. Gee was a man of keen 
foresight, he visioned a great future 
for the profession of public account- 
ing, a time when it would render a 
service to the public far beyond any- 
thing undertaken or contemplated to 
the present time. 


in the firm on January Ist, 


His passing is a 
distinct loss to the profession and a 
profound loss to those whose privilege 
it was to have known and loved him 
for his many admirable qualities. 
Jonun Hoop, Jr. 


1K 


Candid to every one, sagacious, al- 
ways congenial, Walter Gee irradiated 
the fine qualities of mind and heart. 
Whoever met him know 
him intimately. very one knowing 
him loved him. I have never heard a 
captious word spoken of him. His 
friendliness and unfailing good nature 
were magnetic, but men sought him 
too because of their confidence in his 
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MR. GEE'S HOME IN CRANFORD, N. J. 
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breadth of comprehension and_ his 
soundness of judgment. And he had 
developed such capacity for inde- 
fatigable and useful work in the world 
of practical affairs that his achieve- 
ments had far excelled his years. I 
am stricken with awesome contempla- 
tion of what the future can be bereft 
of his companionship and leadership. 
Homer N. SWEET. 


“J 


Walter Gee made his first visit to 
Chicago office just after our entrance 
into the World War and it was then 
I met him for the first time. Rumor 
had previously reached me that there 
was on our eastern staff a man of out- 
standing personality and ability from 
whom great accomplishments were 
expected. 

Chicago office was very small at that 
time but growing pains were being 
suffered even before the outbreak of 
the war. The calls to New York for 
help became frequent and the weak- 
ness of the Chicago organization must 
have been disturbing to Mr. Lybrand’s 
mind. Its rather impetuous manager 
apparently was in need of inspiration 
and advice so Mr. Lybrand in his 
quiet diplomatic manner _ selected 
Walter Gee as his emissary to visit 
and to counsel. (These memories are 
not based on fact but on surmise. At 
least, this is the surmise.) 

The genial countenance of Walter 
Gee and his forceful and constructive 
methods made lasting and favorable 
impressions upon me. It was during 
this meeting that the unlimited field 
vpen to our firm dawned upon me. 
Walter had extraordinary vision and 
he was a constructive thinker. Many 
of his dreams of those early years 
have come true; the others even now 
may be seen on the horizon. 


FOC RNAL 





In the early days of our acquain- 
tanceship Walter was but a business 
associate; a little later he became a 
warm personal friend and a great in- 
spiration. He often reminded me of 
that splendid poem of Rudyard Kip- 
ling, “The thousandth man.” 

[ live a long way from New York 
City but business has led me there fre- 
quently each year. Thus I have been 
in close business contact with Walter 
for several years. In sport too we 
spent many delightful hours. I shall 
never efface the memory of the ninth 
hole tragedy at Congressional Club, 
Washington, during the firm’s 1927 
annual meeting when Walter col- 
lapsed. That was my last game of 
golf with him. Later we discovered 
that both of us enjoyed fishing so a 
trip was conceived. It took place last 
October near Washington just prior 
to the firm’s annual meeting. Very 
complete arrangements were made by 
Marvin Haynes. The weather was 
stormy and cold and the fish were con- 
spicuously absent, but we all (Walter, 
Dumbrille, Major Moss and I) en- 
joyed every minute of the two days 
spent with the rod. 

The veracity of every fisherman is 
always in doubt. Even the story ac- 
counting for the sailfish which is 
mounted in Walter’s office has been 
under suspicion. To remove all doubt 
Walter proposed that I go to Florida 
with him next March with the under- 
standing that should I fail to catch a 
sailfish or a tarpon he would reim- 
burse me for all expenses incurred. 
The challenge was accepted and as 
late as December 22 he wrote encour- 
agingly about the prospective trip. 

That our vacation plans would not 
be fulfilled was apparently as remote 
to him then as the thought of immi- 
nent death. 
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It is most regrettable that a man of 
his ambitions and attainments should 
be taken from us at a comparatively 
youthful age. 

My sympathy is extended to all who 
mourn him. 


Tuomas L. G. HENDERSON. 
1K 


Walter and I were born on the same 
day and the knowledge of that fact 
served to strengthen the friendship 
born of our association of over twen- 
ty years. It seems but a short time 
ago that we worked together on the 
statf of the Philadelphia office. My 
recollection of the years we shared to- 
gether is so vivid that it is hard for 
me to realize that I will not see him 
again. 


GEORGE R. KeEast. 
K 


For twelve years we worked to- 
gether, all too short a time, for the 
association was to me a source of 
ever increasing joy and appreciation. 

The qualities that contributed to the 
making of the man were many, but 
perhaps the greatest was his un- 
bounded belief in and loyalty to his 
associates and co-workers. 

Those fortunate to have worked 
with him will always remember him 
for his ever ready kindly help and 
guidance and for the unfailing con- 
sideration of his associates. He was, 
above all, a friend, a rare treasure; 
the loss is irreparable. 


PRIOR SINCLAIR. 
K 


I can not write or think of Walter 
Gee without an emotion which can not 
be expressed in a tribute such as this. 
Our friendship, which began the day 


he joined our Boston organization 
(May 4, 1916), rapidly developed into 
a most brotherly affection. His easy, 
unfailing sweetness of disposition, his 
temperate and fair-minded approach 
to all problems, his sympathetic un- 
derstanding of others’ difficulties 
brought him heavy DSurdens which he 
carried successfully and without fuss. 
What so heavily oppresses us all is 
that we have lost a dear, considerate 
friend: that he was a partner, out- 
standing in his ability and in his con- 
tributions to the firm, is completely 
submerged by this more personal, ten- 
derer relationship of friend. He has 
gone and his going has added to the 
loneliness which advancing years 
bring us. 
Cart T. KELver. 
od 


[ find it ever so hard to express in 
a few lines the loss that I have ex- 
perienced in the passing from our 
midst of Walter Gee. This is most of 
all because | do not realize fully even 
yet that he is not away for only a 
few days or weeks. 

It seems almost superfluous to 
speak of our loss of an able business 
associate or to so much as mention the 
various phases of our professional 
work where the loss of his experience, 
leadership and guidance will be felt 
more and more as time goes on. We 
are all deeply conscious of this loss. 

He will be missed by us, his busi- 
ness associates, and he will be missed 
by clients. He will be missed in the 
national accounting associations, and 
he will be missed sadly within our 
own organization, where his interest 
in interoffice relations and in the per- 
sonnel of this office was so marked. 

But for no one reason will Walter 
Gee be missed more than for his de- 
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lightful personal qualities. | never 
met anyone who did not like him, He 
helped to make the place where he was 
pleasanter and happier because he was 


there. So it came about that he was 


a quiet but powerful influence toward 
united aims and common purposes. 
He helped to bind us all together into 
one business family. 
Hermon F, 


BELL. 


for many vears. It was from him 
that I first learned how to cover more 
than one engagement at a time. I can 
recall often marveling that with so 
many contemporaneous engagements, 
he could get sufficient grasp of each 
to be able to instruct and assist so 
competently. When I was fortunate 
enough to see him in recent years, he 
was always willing to continue his in- 




















MR. GEE WITH MESSRS. RAUTH, FINNEY AND CUTTER AT THE CONVENTION 
OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COST ACCOUNTANTS AT 
ATLANTIC CITY IN 1920 


Though Walter Gee has been in 
New York for many years, we in 
Philadelphia feel his loss as greatly 
and have as great a consciousness ot 
his absence as those who had recently 
closer contact with him. He had joined 
the staff of the Philadelphia office but 
a short time before I came with the 
firm as student office boy. I worked 
under him as junior and semi-senior 


structions and was a great help to my 
learning phases of our work which were 
new to me. He always led the young- 
er men, by example and through in- 
struction, to look beyond the present 
to the creation of an outstanding pro- 
fession, the growth of the goodwill of 
the firm, the development of a happy, 
efficient organization and the employ- 
ment of all of one’s own faculties. 














His death is a serious loss to the 
profession and the firm, but many of 
us will mourn the loss of a great 
friend and teacher. 

A. Karv FIscuer. 
vs 

The memory of Walter Gee cannot 
pass from us. His unchangeably demo- 
cratic heart found expression to all alike 
in an unassumed aristocratic charm. 
Rare indeed, such an impressive and 
lovable combination. Important men 
deferred to him instinctively, yet felt 
the warmth of his kindliness. There 
was no conscious effort to impress. 
Acceptance and deference by others 
came to him because that innerself of 
Walter Gee, high minded, clean and 
just, was never obscured. 

He was the same to all men, to staff 
accountants in his own and other 
offices, even to the least important of 
us. When he talked to us we felt at 
ease, as one should with a real friend. 
He made us see somehow, that our 
problems were the same as he himself 
had met, that his experiences would 
more or less be ours, that he had 
merely walked ahead of us, and, look- 
ing back, would always be interested 
in what we did. 

Of his achievements one does not 
need to speak. He sought accomplish- 
ment, yet shunned praise. He typified 
the spirit of the firm and gave to it 
the fullest measure of himself. His 
was an important part, but has not 
ended yet, because, somehow, the im- 
press of his spirit and personality is 
left upon all who had the privilege of 
knowing him. And, after all, it was 
so easy to know Walter Gee. 

WALTER B. GiBson. 
1K 

[ think the trait in Walter Gee that 
impressed me most was his unfailing 
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consideration of others. He lived his 
belief of doing unto others even better 
than he would like to be done by. As 
a result he had only friends rather 
than mere associates and acquaint- 
ances. I sincerely believe that a friend 
like him may be found only rarely and 
I only hope he can know that his pass- 
ing has brought even a fuller appreci- 
ation of him and a knowledge of real 
loss to those fortunate enough to have 
known him. 
NORMAN J. LENILART. 
1K 

| first met Walter Gee when I en- 
tered the employ of the firm in Phila- 
delphia in 1916. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, that acquaintanceship was of 
short duration because within a few 
days he was transferred to our Boston 
office. Later, when I came to Pitts- 
burgh, we had more or less frequent 
contacts, but it was not until the last 
few years that I realized I was only 
commencing to know him. 

Walter Gee was a man of great 
ability, an inspiring leader and a hard 
worker. No task was too difficult for 
him to accomplish efficiently and ex- 
peditiously. 

He was scheduled to come to Pitts- 
burgh on December oth and address 
our chapter of the National Associa- 
tion of Cost Accountants. That 
morning | learned he had been taken 
ill two days before. The news of his 
death but three weeks later was a 
terrible shock. 

Not only have I lost a good friend 
who will live in my memory, but his 
passing leaves a vacancy in the pro- 
fession which will be hard to fill. 

WitiiaM F. Marsa. 
1K 

The Boston office, especially as 
represented by its older members, held 
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Walter S. Gee in particularly deep af- 
fection and admiration. At one time 
he was a member of the staff at this 
office. Although this association was 
a number of years ago and of com- 
paratively brief duration, the memory 
of his charming personality and ex- 
ceptional ability remains with his co- 
workers here in 1917. 

Not only those who knew him in 
the early days of the Boston Office, 
however, but many others among us 
grieve for his untimely passing and 
recognize the large irreparable void it 
makes in the firm. In his visits to 
Boston, at gatherings of the several 
offices and when seeking the benefit 
of his experience and counsel, we came 
to know and admire his wisdom, to 
love his cheery and kindly disposition 
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and to find help in his serene and 
peaceful spirit. D. P. Perry. 
Cy 

[ well recall my first meeting with 
Walter Gee, when he was making one 
of his occasional visits to our Chi- 
cago office in 1918. A keen practical 
mind, a sound knowledge of men, and 
above all a kindly disposition—these 
were my first impressions of him. 
They have been lasting ones, and the 
closer relationships and friendly asso- 
ciations of subsequent years have 
served only to strengthen them. 

In his passing we have lost an able 
counsellor, who possessed unusual 
breadth of vision, and a_ personal 
friend who was never too busy to lend 
an attentive ear to the problems and 
tribulations of others. 

Conrap LB. Taytor. 

















MR. GEE WITH THE SAILFISH WHICH HE CAUGHT IN FLORIDA WATERS IN 
1930 AND HAD MOUNTED FOR HIS OFFICE 
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Tribute from the National Association 
of Cost Accountants 


By Stuart C. 


Secretary of 


Few men have been more intimately 
connected with the creation and devel- 
opment of the National Association 
of Cost Accountants than Walter Gee. 
He was one of the original group of 
thirty-five who organized the Associa- 
tion at Buffalo in October, 1919. As 
a matter of fact, he had been closely 
associated with the late Major Nichol- 
son in planning for this meeting and 
they traveled to Buffalo together. At 
this first convention he was elected a 
Director for three years and was ap- 
pointed a member of the Executive 
Committee and Chairman of the Ap- 
plications Committee, which was really 
a committee on admissions. There 
were also committees on extension of 
membership and on securing junior 
members. He was also appointed a 
member of the Committee on Chapters, 
of which the late C. H. Smith, of 
Pittsburgh, was Chairman. 

At the next Annual Convention of 
the Association held at the Hotel Tray- 
more in Atlantic City in September, 
1920, the Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Association were amended. 
Most committees were abolished, being 
replaced by our present plan of direc- 
tors in charge. Mr. Gee was appointed 
Director in charge of Membership for 
the year 1920-1921. In 1921-1922 and 
1922-1923 he was Director in charge 
of Publications. It was during these 
years that the Association commenced 
to receive manuscripts for publication 
in considerable volume, and it was with 
characteristic conscientiousness that 
Mr. Gee carefully read every one of 


Me 


McLerop 


Issoctation 


these manuscripts himself. A very 
large share of the credit for the early 
development of our publication pro- 
gram must be given to him. He not 
only read the manuscripts, but his ad- 
vice and counsel were 
the development of 
plans. In 


invaluable in 
our publication 
1922 he was re-elected to 
the Board for another term of three 
years. 

In 1923-1924 he was elected Vice- 
President. In 1924-25 he was again 
elected to the Board of Directors for 
a period of three years and in the 
following year was appointed Director 
of the Department of Governmental 
Costs, a department which had been 
created for the purpose of making a 
study of the cost accounting methods 
of our state and municipal govern- 
ments. In 1926-1927 he was again ap- 
pointed Director in charge of Publica- 
tions. He then retired from the Board 
for one year, the only year in which 
he did not hold office from the time 
the Association was formed until his 
death. In the following year, 1928- 
1929, he was again elected Vice-Presi- 
dent and was re-elected for the year 
1929-1930. Last June at Syracuse he 
was chosen President of the Associa- 
tion, a fitting recognition of his many 
years of faithful service. 

He was truly a pioneer in the de- 
velopment of the N. A. C. A. and 
he was peculiarly well qualified for 
such a role. If he had lived several 
generations earlier, he would undoubt- 
edly have been one of those stalwart 
nation builders who carried the tra- 
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ditions of our ancestors from frontier 
to frontier. Kindly, and 
straight-forward, there nothing 
subtle in his reasoning or in his meth- 
ods. In agreement or otherwise no 
one could ever question the straight- 
forward honesty of his opinions. | 
cannot conceive of 


honest 
was 





JO 








URNAL 


always a matter of regret to him that 
this expansion had been made to some 
extent at the expense of those close 
personal contacts which were possible 
in the early days. I know it was his 
ambition during his administration as 
President to direct his efforts toward 

strengthening, so 





any who did 
either. Life would 
be simpler and, 
yes, more pleas- 
ant, if the world 
were populated 
entirely with men 
of his _ sincere, 
simple, — straight- 
forward char- 
acter. He was 
not a great in- 
spirational leader, 
although he had 
constructive im- 
agination, as evi- 
denced in much 
of his work for 
the Association. 
He drew men to 
him rather 
through respect 
for the quiet dig- 
nity of his man- 
ner, soundness of 
his judgment, and 
the simple honesty of his purpose. 

You of the Association have lost a 
President who was widely known 
among you and universally respected, 
who took a sincere personal interest in 
the individual problems and difficulties 
of every one of you. While he was 
keenly interested in the growth and 
expansion of the Association, it was 


one 
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far as might be 
possible in this 
larger field, those 


ties of personal 
contact between 
the individual 


members and the 
National Officers. 
He constantly em- 
phasized this point 
in all of his pub- 
lic appearances as 
President of the 
Association. 

The Association 
has lost a man 
whose constant 
loyalty and = un- 
wavering faith 
contributed to an 
extent it is almost 
impossible to esti- 


mate toward the 
growth and ex- 
pansion of our 


work, 

And I have lost a friend whom I 
truly loved, and a counsellor whose 
advice and judgment were invaluable 
aids to me in the solution of many 
troublesome problems and in the avoid- 
ance of many possible difficulties dur- 
ing those years of close association in 
a work to which he was so genuinely 
devoted. 
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who bine to offer to 


and her family a per- 
manent record of their 
affectionate regard x 
and deep appreciation 
of the qualities of mind 
and heart which made 
ita privilege to serve. 
under his direction. 


gard that no formal trib- 
ute can express our grief. 
ways the intelli- 
ent, energetic 2« 
wotker for the good of 
all,always our wise. 
counselor and guide, 
and always our valued 
personal friend, he has 
left a gap that cannot 
be filled. COPZOIYZ OYA nen 
a ye memory of his- 
‘devotion to the best 
in the accounting pro- 
fession, of his steadfast- 
ness and his never fail 
ing kindliness, remains 
as a precious possession 
to all of us.azz=emraz 





New York,NY. 
January 5,1931. 


MEMORIAL TRIBUTE BY STAFF OF NEW YORK OFFICE. THE 


ENGROSSED PARCHMENT, WHICH IS IN BOOK FORM, 
IS SIGNED BY EACH MEMBER OF THE STAFF. 
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CINCINNATI 


A Personal Appreciation 

It still doesn’t seem possible that 
Walter Gee has been at his desk for 
the last time. During the almost nine 
years since our office has been situated 
at 110 William Street we had occu- 
pied adjoining rooms. It seems as 
though he will come into my room or 
I'll step into his, just as we had been 
doing through these years, to seek 
each other’s counsel in working out 
some knotty problem. 

This contact and the many discus- 


*Died December 31, 1930. 


3 West Fourth Street 


BERLIN, GERMANY 56 Unter den Linden 


sions we had of firm policies and of 
the development of the profession of 
accountancy, as well as of questions 
arising in the cases of specific clients, 
gave me an ever increasing apprecia- 
tion of, and respect for, the fine mind, 
good judgment and practical common 
sense which he possessed. 

Walter always took a forward-look- 
ing view of our firm’s activities. Many 
were the talks we had concerning the 
training of the staff, how the younger 
men might best be developed and 
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helped forward, and so on. Our talks 
turned at times to still more personal 
affairs, our plans for our sons, what 
type of post graduate work after col- 
lege, such as law school or Harvard 
Business School, would be most ef- 
fective if any of them wanted to come 
into our office, or of what help it 
would be to them in some other field 
if that appealed to them more. 

When I called at his home for a 
short visit on Christmas day, it seemed 
just like one of our chats at the office, 
or when we had luncheon together at 
the Lawyers Club where we were both 
members. His color was reasonably 
good, he made some inquiries about 
office matters and spoke hopefully 
about going South as soon as he was 
sufficiently rested and restored to 
travel. In particular, he referred to 
a talk we had had a short time before, 
when he had mentioned his plans for 
his oldest son who will complete his 
college course next June, and said he 
had been changing his thought some- 
what concerning his plans. I went 
away encouraged, and feeling that, al- 
though there was no prospect of his 
return to the office for a considerable 
time, ultimate recovery was certain. 

All the greater then was the shock 
when I received a telephone message 
at my home six days later that 
Walter Gee had passed on during the 
night. We shall miss tremendously 
the inspiration of his presence, his 
genial personality, his effective han- 
dling of difficult engagements, his fine 
contact with clients, his helpful con- 
tribution to the discussion and solu- 
tion of perplexing problems, and his 
stimulating influence in the formula- 
tion of firm policy and practice. 

Those of us who were associated 
with him can never forget him. 

WALTER A. STAUB. 


JOURNAL 


Letters and Telegrams 

A great many letters and telegrams 
received from clients, from members 
of our own organization outside of 
New York, and from friends in the 
profession testified to the high regard 
in which Mr. held for his 
ability and many other fine qualities. 
The selection of a few of these com- 
munications for reproduction here must 
suffice to indicate the spirit of all of 
them. 


Gee was 


From Mr. H. Boardman Spalding, 
Vice-President and Treasurer of A. 
G. Spalding & Bros. 

I have just learned of the death of 
your partner, Mr. Gee. I feel a deep 
sense of personal loss in his death. My 
contacts with him were always a pleas- 
ure. He was not only highly skilled 
in his profession but had that cordial 
personality which made dealings with 
him so agreeable. 

I desire to convey to you and his 
other partners the deepest sympathy 
of my associates and myself for the 
loss you have sustained in his untimely 
passing, 


eS 


From Mr. W. T. C. Carpenter of 
Messrs. Colgate Hoyt & Co. 

I note with dismay the death of Mr. 
Gee, and wish to convey my deep sym- 
pathy to you and all of your partners. 

[ remember very pleasantly my 
meeting Mr. Gee on several occasions 
and my conclusions that he was an ad- 
mirable representative and a very fit- 
ting acquisition to your firm. One of 
the most satisfactory things in the 
world is to have young men coming 
along behind us whom we can feel 
are just the right sort, and I am sorry 
that you all have been compelled to 
suffer the loss through death of one 
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who held such promising prospects 
for the future. 

Mr. Gordon joins me in sending our 
sincere sympathy. 

1 

From Mr. George O. May of 
Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co. 

I was deeply grieved to learn of 
Gee’s death and offer you all my very 
deep sympathy. During the last year 
I had seen a good deal of him and 
had formed a high opinion of him per- 
sonally and professionally. I particu- 
larly asked to have him on my cotn- 
mittee to codperate with the Stock Ex- 
change and had counted confidently on 
a very valuable contribution from him. 
His death is a real loss to the profes- 
sion and community as well as to his 
family and his associates. We 
ill spare men of his quality. 

. 

From Chester W. Cuthell of Messrs. 
Cuthell, Hotchkiss & Mills. 

The announcement of the death of 
your partner, Mr. Walter S. Gee, has 
just been received. This is a great 
blow to all of us who had come to 
know him so intimately in our many 
transactions. 

He was not merely a great account- 
ant, he had an intelligent and sympa- 
thetic understanding of the problems 
that confront active business men and 
lawyers. We shall all miss him very 
greatly. To you it must be a very seri- 
ous blow and I extend my heartfelt 
sympathy. 


can 


vs 

From Mr.C. M. Finney, Vice-Presi- 
dent and Treasurer of 
Motor Truck Corporation. 

I cannot remember a time when I 
have been more greatly shocked and 
grieved than I am now at the news of 
the very untimely death of Walter 
Gee. 


Brockway 


As you know, Walter meant a very 
great deal to me as a friend and as 
an associate because | was very close 
to him and I valued his friendship and 
association very much. 

I cannot command words which will 
adequately express my true feelings 
and I hope that you will accept this 
simple expression of my sincere sym- 
pathy of the loss which you and your 
partners have sustained, and although 
I did not know Walter’s family per- 
sonally, my heart goes out to them in 
this hour of their bereavement. 

1K 

From Mr. James M. Shaw, Treas- 
urer of National Bancservice Corpo- 
ration, who was for a number of years 
a member of the New York staff of 
Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery. 

[ was terribly shocked to hear this 
morning from Mr. Ankers that Mr. 
Gee died last night. Needless to say, 
I feel a deep sense of personal loss. I 
want you and your partners to know 
that this letter not only conveys my 
own sympathy to all of you in your 
loss, but also that the other officers 
of this Company, who have known 
Mr. Gee, feel very badly over the 
news. I could not possibly express to 
you how helpful and considerate Mr. 
Gee has been in connection with the 
affairs of this Company, and we feel 
that we have suffered an almost irre- 
parable loss. 

1K 

From George W. Mixter of Day 
and Zimmermann, Inc. 

Only a few days ago the writer 
learned of the death of your partner, 
Mr. Walter S. Gee. The writer knew 
and worked with Mr. Gee in the old 
Air Service days during the War in 
Washington and has worked with him 
many times since. The loss of Mr. 
Gee comes to me as a real personal 
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I knew him in many ways, re- 


loss. 
spected him in all ways, and valued 
his friendship. 

Realizing the personal loss that I 
feel I have suffered, I now to a slight 
extent at least realize the far greater 


loss to all of his partners. I extend 
to all of you my deep sympathy. 


From Mr. W. C. Greist, Vice- 
President and Treasurer of the Greist 
Manufacturing Company. 

I was shocked and grieved to re- 
ceive at the house yesterday after- 
noon your note in reference to Mr. 
Gee passing. 

I had come to know Mr. Gee 
through my several years of occasional 
contact as so thoroughly sincere, hon- 
orable and impartial in his viewpoint 
and judgments on all matters dis- 
cussed with him, that he unqualifiedly 
held my highest respect. Occasional 
references to his children and family 
revealed him to be just the sort of 
husband and father that one would ex- 
pect from his personality. His loss, 
I know, will be sorely felt both among 
his business associates and in his home 
community. 

I thank you for writing me. I ap- 
preciate that you will feel his loss as 


that of a personal friend, and as one 
who, in his administration of the work 
upon which you were engaged, was 
kind, considerate and helpful—while 
at the same time being thorough and 
capable. 


1K 


From Arthur S. Hamlin, Treasurer 
of Seth Thomas Clock Co. 

We have received with great regret 
your announcement of the death of 
Mr. Walter S. Gee of your firm. We 
had enjoyed the benefit of his services 
in matters relating to our own busi- 
ness for years, and it was a shock to 
us to hear of his death. Please accept 
our very sincere sympathy. 


1K 


From the Cincinnati Office of Ly- 
brand, Ross Bros. & Montgomery. 

Advice of Walter Gee’s death comes 
as a terrific shock to us. We too had 
learned to greatly admire him. He 
always possessed a keen appreciation 
of the firm’s ideals and duty to cli- 
ents and real ability in dealing with 
our problems. We sincerely sympa- 
thize with you and the other members 
of the firm in the loss of so fine an 
associate and friend. 


Copy of the Telegram Which Was Sent by Mr. Lybrand to All Our Offices 
on Wednesday, December 31, 1930. 


Walter Gee died last night. 
his recovery. 


him and admired him for his many splendid qualities. 
will probably be held Friday. 


He had a bad heart attack but we hoped for 
It is difficult to express our grief at his death. 


We all loved 


The funeral service 


Notice will be sent you. 
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Resolution Adopted by the Executive Committee of the 
American Institute of Accountants. 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Committee of the American Institute of 
Accountants, on behalf of the Council and of the entire membership, hereby 
records its deep sorrow at the loss of an active and a faithful member, 


GAalter S. Gee 


who had loyally served the Institute in many capacities over a long period of 
time. His energy contributed largely to the work of advancing his profession, 
and his personal attributes were a stimulation to all who worked with him. 

This Committee offers its sincere sympathy to Mr. Gee’s family and to his 
associates in the profession. 


Resolutions Adopted by the Board of Directors of the New York 
State Society of Certified Public Accountants. 


Wuereas, On December 31, 1930, there was called to his final resting 
place, Walter S. Gee, a member of this Society and of its Special Committee on 
Bankruptcy Procedure, and, 


Wuereas, He was an outstanding member of the profession in this State, 
and his ability and integrity as an accountant had achieved for him a nation-wide 
reputation, and, 


Wuereas, In his sudden death the accounting profession has sustained a 
great loss; therefore be it 


RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the New York State Society of 
Certified Public Accountants deplores the untimely death of one who had given 
great promise in his chosen profession and had earned the respect of his fellow 
members ; and be it 


FuRTHER ResoL_vep, That the Board, in a regular meeting assembled, in 
the name of the Society, extends to the family of the late Walter S. Gee and to 
the firm in which he was a partner, Messrs. Lybrand, Ross Bros. & Montgom- 
ery, its sincere sympathy upon the great loss sustained by them; and be it 


FurTHER Resotvep, That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 
family of the deceased and to the firm of which he was a member, and that this 
resolution be spread upon the minutes of the Board. 
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Minute Adopted by the Board of Governors of 
The Accountants Club of America, Inc. 


It is with a sincere feeling of deep and irreparable loss that the 
governors of The Accountants Club of America, Inc., record the 
passing of Walter S. Gee, on December 31, 1930. 

His death removes from the ranks of professional accountants, 
and from the rolls of this club, one for whom all who were privileged 
to be numbered among his friends and acquaintances had a high re- 
spect and an abiding affection. His inherent strength of purpose, 
his rugged honesty and straightforwardness, his modest ways, his 
patience with and respect for the opinions of his fellows, his gentle- 
ness of manner, endeared him to all who worked with him and came 
to know him. 


To Walter S. Gee this organization and others in the field of 
his chosen sphere of professional activity are indebted for whole- 
hearted support, wise counsel, and service cheerfully rendered in 
whatever capacity he was found. In his profession he ranked high, 
and the future promised much for him. He was one who valued 
personal friendships and contacts. 


This board of governors, therefore, believing that it voices the 
sentiments of the entire membership, formally records its deep sor- 
row at the passing of this member, and extends to his family sincere 
sympathy and condolence. 


National Association of Cost Accountants. 


The board of directors of the association placed in its minutes 
the appreciation written by Secretary McLeod, which appears on an- 


other page, and the various local chapters of the association adopted 
resolutions paying tribute to the valuable service rendered by Mr. 


Gee in the work of the association since its inception. 








